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Even the tiniest of plots can accommodate 
water, and welcome its benefits for wildlife, 
by filling a large container as a ‘pond in a pot’. 
As well as attracting a wide range of insect 
life (perhaps even amphibians), it allows 
you to grow a whole new group of plants: 
aquatics and marginals, adapted to grow  
in water permanently. There are some  
truly lovely dwarf waterlilies, and many 
native water plants, such as rigid hornwort 
(Ceratophyllum demersum), water crowfoot 
(Ranunculus aquatilis), brooklime 
(Veronica beccabunga) and slender  
club-rush (Isolepis cernua), are attractive 
enough to include. Many water plants are 
too vigorous for such a small pond, however, 
so choose the most compact – specialist 
aquatic plant nurseries can advise. 
✤ More on ponds in pots, and suitable 
plants, from: www.watersidenursery.co.uk

Making a  
pond in a pot

RHS

Splendid isolation
Exquisite dwarf waterlilies (Nymphaea) are so 
beautiful they look great in a container pond 
of their own, making a real focal point.

Preparing the pot
If your pot has drainage holes, block them with  
a silicone sealant. Waterproof the inside of 
unglazed terracotta pots with yacht varnish.

Shallow water for marginals
Grow emergent plants in planting baskets.  
They only need a few centimetres of water, so sit 
them on top of an upturned empty basket or pot. 

Place plants and fill with water
Put the pond in its final position before filling, 
ideally with rainwater. This keeps nutrient levels 
low and avoids algal blooms greening the water. 
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Ornamental garden 
✤  Hoe weeds when it is warm and they  

will shrivel on the soil surface. 
✤  Take semi-ripe cuttings (see p34) of 

lavender, thyme, rosemary and sage.
✤  Cut out reverted foliage on 

variegated shrubs. 
✤  Prune deciduous magnolias if 

required; never remove more than  
25 percent of the canopy.

✤  Continue to pick off and squash larvae 
and adults of scarlet lily beetle (right).

✤  Water clematis, rose, laurel and honeysuckle in 
dry weather to discourage powdery mildew (see p33).

✤  Cut back hardy geraniums after flowering. Some will reflower, 
others grow back a fresh rosette of new foliage.

✤  If the soil is dry, water plants such as agapanthus, camellias 
and rhododendrons to ensure a good flower display next year.

✤  Prune early-flowering shrubs, such as Weigela, 
back to well-placed sideshoots if necessary.

Kitchen garden
✤  Prune cherries and plums after 

fruiting. Remove weak, damaged 
and crossing branches, and thin 
slightly if necessary.

✤  Ensure fruit and vegetables get 
regular watering, using rainwater or 
recycled grey water wherever possible.

✤  Remove the main shoot on cordon 
tomatoes where they hit the greenhouse roof, 
or a leaf or two above the seventh flower truss.

✤  Orange spots on the upper surface of pear leaves is pear rust 
(above right). Pick off and destroy affected leaves. Juniper is 
the other host of this fungus: cut out any cankered branches. 

✤  Thickened and curled leaf margins on bay (Laurus nobilis) 
may mean bay sucker has been at work. Where practical, 
pick off and dispose of damaged leaves.

✤  Treat woolly aphid on apples by 
scrubbing off their white protective 
‘wool’ with a stiff-bristled brush.

✤  Plant specially prepared potato 
tubers for a Christmas crop.  
Grow in a sheltered spot.

Wildlife garden
✤  Ensure frogs, toads, newts – and 

hedgehogs – can exit ponds via shallow 
edges, stones or wooden ramps. 

✤  Wasps can help control many garden pests. 
✤  Neat circular areas cut from edges of leaves such as roses 

and Robinia (above right) are cut by leafcutter bees. Damage 
is cosmetic, and the bees are good pollinators, so tolerate it.
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Jobs to do 
in JulyWeekend 

Go online for your monthly diary
www.rhs.org.uk/july

A newly planted pot pond,  
with (clockwise from rear left): 
arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia),  
Iris laevigata ‘Variegata’,  
miniature bulrush (Typha minima), 
British native brooklime  
(Veronica beccabunga) and  
dwarf waterlily Nymphaea 
‘Pygmaea Helvola’. 

Dwarf  
and small  
waterlilies

p38
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